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CALL FOR PAPERS 
 

EAST-WEST CULTURAL PASSAGE CONFERENCE: 
 AMERICAN STUDIES RECONSIDERED 

             
23-24 April 2010 

 
The Department of British and American Studies at Lucian Blaga University of Sibiu and the C. Peter Magrath 
Research Center for Cross-Cultural Studies, invite you to the AMERICAN STUDIES RECONSIDERED 
international conference, to be held in Sibiu, April 23-24, 2010.  
 
In his 2008 Presidential Address at the American Studies Association (ASA), Philip J. Deloria used the 
metaphor of the crossroads to interrogate the interdisciplinary status of American Studies in the academy today. 
He emphasized that “Interdisciplinary American studies is by necessity comparative … and connective, for it 
seeks not simply to compare and to categorize cases analytically and theoretically, but to tease out the 
possibilities of material linkages between them, across both time and space” (ASJ 61.1, 19). 
  
Thus, we invite you to submit proposals for individual presentations, panels, and/or workshops that explore 
interdisciplinary aspects of American Studies which foster trans-cultural dialog from theoretical and text-based 
perspectives.  
  
Topics might include (but are not limited to):  
 

▪ The status of American studies in the academy  
▪ American Studies and globalization  
▪ Literature, art, and popular culture 
▪ History and politics 
▪ Education and literacy   
▪ Media and technology  
▪ Sociology, anthropology, and religion 
▪ Gender, ethnicity, and cultural identity  
▪ Perspectives on transatlantic relations 

 
Presentations should be 20 minutes long, allowing for 10 minutes of discussion. Please send an abstract (no 
more than 200 words), a list of 5-7 keywords, and a short biographical note in word format. Proposals should 
include titles of papers/ panels, name and institutional affiliation, mailing address, phone, fax, and e-mail 
address. 
 

A selection of the papers presented will be published in East/West Cultural Passage. 

 
Deadline for submission of proposals: April 1, 2010  

 

Please send proposals to:  Anca Iancu   ancaian@yahoo.com 

Ana Blanca Ciocoi-Pop   ana_blanca1006@yahoo.com 

Participation fee: 40 Euros (to be paid upon arrival).  

The participation fee covers coffee-breaks, lunches and conference portfolios.  

 
We look forward to welcoming you in Sibiu! 
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PROGRAMME 
 

 
Friday, 23.04.2010 
 
9:30-10:00, Aula Magna 
Opening Speeches: Prof. Constantin Oprean, Rector of Lucian Blaga University; Prof. Werner 
Schaal, President of Lucian Blaga University; Prof. Alexandra Mitrea, Dean of School; Prof. 
Eugen Gergely, Head of the Department of British and American Studies; Mr. Mihai Moroiu, 
Fulbright Commission 
 
10:00-11:15, Aula Magna 
Keynote Speech: Prof. Samuel Ludwig, Université de Haute-Alsace, Currencies and Realities: 
Capitalism, Formalism, American Studies 
 
11:15-11:45, Council Room 
Coffee Break 
 
11:45-13:30 
Parallel Panels 
 
Room 62 

Fictions and Representations: 

Alexandra Mitrea: “Representations of American 
History in Philip Roth’s Fiction” 

Camelia Anghel: “Transatlantic Perspectives in 

Room 61 

New Perspectives on Language and 
Education: 

Silvia Florea and Hannah Halder: “The Tenure 
Myth: Faculty Priorities (Re-)Considered” 

Gabriela Nistor: “Considerations on Foreign 



Fiction: D. H. Lawrence’s ‘America’” 

Ana-Blanca Ciocoi-Pop: “Mihu Yehudi? The 
Jewish Skeptical Legacy as Evinced in Franz 
Kafka's Short Prose” 

Ovidiu Matiu: “The Desert in Cormac 
McCarthy's Blood Meridian and The Road” 

Moderator: Eric Gilder 

Language Acquisition as a Means of Self 
Development”  

Sorin Ungureanu: “Consequences of New 
Media Development on Language” 

Liliana Moga: “A Pragmatic Account of Doctor-
Patient Communication in English and Romanian 
Sample Materials” 

Moderator: Anca Iancu 

 
13:30-15:00, Senior Common Room, Banatului St. 
Lunch Break 
 
15:00-16:30 
Parallel Panels 
 
Room 16 

Cultural Encounters in Film and Media:   

Claudia Doroholschi: “Kubrick’s Sex 
Masquerades: Representations of Sexuality in 
A Clockwork Orange and Eyes Wide Shut” 

Anca Iancu: “Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner: 
Cultural Encounters and Women’s Choices in 
My Big Fat Greek Wedding (2002) and 
Something New (2006)”  

Eric Gilder and Mervyn Hagger: “Of Forts, 
Stations and Pseudo States: The Odd Story of 
the Missing Broadcasting Ship” 

Scott Eastman: “Frontier and Vast Empty 
Space in the American West Psyche” 

Moderator: Silvia Florea   

Room 61 

Interdisciplinary Crossroads:  

Iris Postelnicu: “Cultural Identities at 
Crossroads: A case study of a Romanian 
family who immigrated to Italy”  

Charles Harris: “Environmentalism in 
Romania: Is Romania Going Green?” 

Jonathan Stillo: “The Changing Role of TB 
Sanatoria: From Sarnac New York to 
Romania’s Magic Mountains” 

Moderator: Matthew Ciscel 

 

 
16:30-17:00, Council Room 
Coffee Break  
 
17:00-18:30 
Round Tables  
 
Room 16 

“The Contribution of Modern 
Languages to Promoting 
Intercultural Communication”  

Room 33 

“Panel of the Schoolteachers of 
Sibiu” 

Room 62 

Department Seminar: 
Doctoral defences 

Convenor: Eugen 



Convenor: Eva-Nicoleta Burdusel Convenor: Lucia Pavelescu Gergely  

 
19:30, Rasinari  
Dinner 


