Abstracts

Keynote Speeches

Peter Barry, Continuing Theory

Rumours of the death of theory have been arouncesat least the 1990s, but they have probably been
somewhat exaggerated. Since its ‘death’, theortimoes to be taught and learned, attacked and defen
resisted and promulgated, and there is no sigrthigsituation is about to end.

But it would be foolish to believe that theory aamtinue to be as it was in its pomp in the 1980® —
theorist will ever again receive the adulation amtimited intellectual credit that was given to theademic
superstars of the 1980s — for today we have, sbthie Credit Crunch, but the Credibility Crunch.

So theory continues, but it does so in a new ara,which we might call (on the analogy of Web 2.0)
‘Theory 2.0’, or ‘Theory Two’. What, then, are sorakthe characteristics of Theory Two, and what raoe
some of its characteristics?

The lecture will answer these questions in a praktiiay, using extracts from familiar literary texand
a short poem which will be shown complete. It wdlise issues concerning directions which mightaken by
philological studies in the coming forty years, @ibiu celebrates its four decades of achievemerthén
discipline, and looks ahead to its next phase eéld@ment.

Keywords: Theory, the death of theory, English studiegréiture

Fabio Akcelrud Durao, On the Disappearance of Objects

This talk develops one single insight, namely, thatworld is witnessing today the disappearanagbggcts in

the midst of the most incredible proliferation bings. This is investigated from the perspectiviearooverall
social expansion of language, which can be defiaedan unheard-of semiotic overproduction, and the
hermeneutical process itself.

Keywords: Disappearance of objects; semiotic overproductimrdture industry; capitalism; hermeneutics;
Theory; Gayatri Spivak.

Round Table

Suman Gupta (Chair), Adriana Neagu, Milena Katsarsla, Ana-Karina Schneider, Peter Wells, Eric
Gilder, Silvia Florea, Teaching English for Town or/and Gown? What shoulthe English Studies
curriculum in Higher Education cover?

This roundtable will address the title-questionttvihe presumption that English Studies comprisedd¢aching
and learning both of English language/linguistingl af literature/culture studies. The focus of tband table
will be on the undergraduate (BA) curriculum forgtish majors’ programmes. With the global consdiima of
English Studies in Higher Education, the area thatdiscipline extends to has grown enormouslyevesl
directions over the past four decades. It now iporates varieties of English and interfaces witheot
languages, draws in a range of Anglophone cultiredition to the traditional British and North Anican
centres, and extends to the place of English betloogk. It has also acquired theoretical and alissplinary
nuances which were not within the remit of theiin§bnal practice of the discipline prior to th@70s. For
those designing and engaging with the English $tudurriculum at BA level now, these pose conslidera
challenges. It is evident that the entire fieldra@trbe conveyed comprehensively within the limisgdicture of
a programme, and reasonable choices and delinmigatiave to be imposed. The rationales for doinbase
been the subject of intensive and unresolved delftéate. This roundtable seeks to provide a fofama
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stocktaking of the situation as it obtains now, &mdseeking a consensual way forward. The titlestjon is
deliberately open-ended as to location and conieid;hoped that the discussion would be more petide if
the question is considered from a variety of initihal and geographical contexts.

As well as debating specific issues pertaining uaicular content and structure, the round table is
envisaged as an occasion for an assessment of ét@marphoses undergone by the discipline in thé- pos
Bologna context. It is hoped that a significant yoarf enquiries will thus approach developments lie t
destination of ES and the kind of changes and atlaps an extremely versatile economic market &ffea
language training. We thus encourage interventtbat set out to tackle the ways in which modermgleage
policies, locally and internationally, respond twe trapidly changing and increasingly dynamic prsifasal
environment interrogating the professed democratiture of the Bologna model. We find this would be
particularly best addressed if circumscribed to wider framework of what articulate themselves ap t
opposite conceptions and orientations in twent@athtury HE humanities: the ‘Humboldtian’, researehnd
performance-oriented versus the ‘technocratic’ultes and market-oriented model of education. Iditoh to
the immediate comparative perspective on ES irctimtinental-European, British and American expexenhe
polarisation can be further explored in the mostccete terms along the lines of the two distinataapts of
language training, the traditional, philologic wessnodern, applied one. Any contribution that consespects
of direct or tangential bearing on the future ofie$he ‘knowledge society’ is warmly welcomed.

Creative Writing Workshops:
Vivienne Vermes and Tom O’Brien,Your Writer's Voice

A writing workshop that uses natural techniqueselease creative potential and generate a vitafitgtyle.
Exercises include visualization, relaxation, naoredir brainstorming processes, word associatioredspiing
exercises designed to eliminate the inner crifi@rming up the senses to find a fresh, spontanemaos, whether
in prose, play-writing or poetry.

Denise Larking-Coste and Angela HowardLiterary sculpture: writing short fiction and poetr

Participants will enjoy an inter-active, learningnkshop, exploring the fundamental mechanisms camtao
short story writing and poetry. They will work oachniques such as form, cadence, rhythm and southd a
examine how theme, context and inspiration can dredssed to develop their material. These exerwides
help participants discover and articulate their aigtinctive style.

Closing Plenary
Alexandra Mitrea: Higher Education: 10 Years after the Bologna Decktion

The paper offers a survey of the 10 years of higdecation after the Bologna Declaration, analyzirgextent
to which the objectives initially envisaged havemachieved. It dwells upon the crucial objectifre o
harmonizing Europe’s manifold national higher ediacasystems in formalistic and legalistic termsinping
out their positive and negative aspects. It alsestigates the action lines, the concrete measaefave been
conceived as well as the extent to which their am@ntation has been realized, highlighting theofadhat
have deterred or postponed their impact.

Keywords: higher education, Bologna Declaration, harmonizgtEuropean Higher Education Area, reform,
learning outcomes



Panels

1. Politics and Apocalypse in Contemporary Fiction
Chair: Claudia Doroholschi
Ecaterina Patrascu -India of Darkness in Aravind Adiga’s'he White Tiger

The White Tiger displays one of the darkest approaches to urbatecgorary life: the underprivileged and
valueless man killing in order to get money andtdif@ on his own — the author apparently disptayno moral
excuse or ethical remorse, only the trajectoryisfpnotagonist’s deeds. In actual fact, he focusesall data of
societal injustice and corrupt human relationshifstifying what seems to address only the inhunfadiga
portrays India — but we can broaden geographioaitdi— in one of its plausible ‘states of thinga'territory
where human involution is possible and manifestslfit a land not of dreams and Light, but of a ingrand
present Darkness. The reader may be horrifiedsdf but the very next moment he can count indiaisiwvho fit
into the unbelievable pattern of Balram Halwai'satelike existence. Classic ethical issues aredhrtointo
question — the problematic of good versus eviltigasversus injustice, legitimacy versus illegitotya— and
repositioned in a society which entirely disregatidsm. The result is a doomed yet realistic pertbpeof
nowadays’ world.

Keywords: ethics, India, justice, legitimacy, Aravind Adigehe White Tiger, darkness

Daniela Rogobete Political Dystopias and Hyperreal Alternatives iraBl Auster'sA Man in the Dark

The present paper discusses some of the narratategies the American writer Paul Auster usesismbvelA
Man in the Dark (2008) in order to create a highly dystopian aittdiby critical gloomy universe that exposes
and censors the absurdities of contemporary histodyits traumas. Auster lends his voice to théaganist of
the novel, a retired literary critic confined towdneelchair, who tries to shed some light upon lies the
relationship with his family and upon the cycligegition of the tragedies going on around him. Igaté the
insomnia that pesters him night after night byirtgllhimself stories. All these apparently chaotiriss — a
weird combination of US contemporary history anditjpgs, personal memories, literary criticism arntinf
analyses — give Austen the occasion to prove lilis sk storytelling.

The parallel flows of his various stories createiraricate narrative pattern that alludes to thinite
interactive possibilities of the virtual space with simultaneously existing universes. All thedesd stories,
comments, allusions, histories and alternativeitiealare pieces of a narrative jigsaw which i@ to the
reader as a parable on the absurdity of war arftioran solidarity.

Keywords: dream; disintegration; dystopia: Jesusland: esogarallel universes; hyperreality

Anca Tomus —Fiction, Representation, and Virtual Reality in Salan Rushdie’s~ury

The paper focuses on what seems to be the cehtnalet of Salman RushdieFury — i.e. the dissolution of
boundaries between levels of Reality (real, fictiprirtual), as well as between categories (huarahmachine,
original and copy, reality and simulation) — and i® underlying message, i.e. the need to resist th
mechanization of the human by constantly affirmaug humanity. Informed by contemporary theorieghaf
image and its successive stages from representatisimulation (Wunenburger, Baudrillard), defiaits of
virtual reality (Cavallaro, Lanier), and opinionbaait the increasingly blurry distinction betweemtaun and
cyborg (Cavallaro, Haraway), the paper discussesrakinstances of boundary-crossing between levétem
fiction into the real world, from reality into fictn, from the real into the virtual and from virtuaality into
hyperreality — as well as the novel's insistence thie threat of mechanization, of digitization, of
dehumanization, posed by the overwhelming presefitachnology, of false images and simulated expees
in our lives.

Keywords: image, representation, simulation, virtual rgalityborg, mechanization, humanism



Ovidiu Matiu — The Road by Cormac McCarthy or The End of Time

The Road (2006), one of the most famous novels written byn@ac McCarthy, has been awarded an impressive
number of prizes, culminating with a Pulitzer Prfee Literature in 2007. It has been praised astarn to the
genre ofBlood Meridian (adventure and American gothic horror) and asemepiwritten in the tradition of
Melville, Lawrence, Conrad and Hardy. However, desthe many parallels we may identify between Garm
McCarthy and his predecessof$ie Road stands out as both an original and a surprisipgesentation of a
theme which has been haunting human mind for dlgesnd of the world, the end of time.

Keywords: apocalypse, post-apocalypse, death, God, tirfigia the Bible.

2. The Self: A House Divided
Chair: Peter Barry
Maria Alina Clej — Living in Two Worlds: Romanian Writers in Paris Beteen the Wars

In my paper | examine the complex, and often confil allegiances of Romanian writers who move@aois
after WW |. They participated in the avant-garded ather modernist movements of the time that eatkig
conditions associated with the break of nationalnolaries, caused by war and re-settlement. Althdbgh
made a significant contribution to the aesthetloveusions and innovations of the period, they netditheir ties
to the Romanian literary tradition and folklore, ways that range from rejection, in Tristan Tzawese, to
ambivalence, in the case of Benjamin Fondane.

Linguistically, as well as culturally, these wrgeemained divided, uneasily poised between twddsor
the east and the west, and two capitals, BucharebParis. Most wrote in French once they settledrance,
but they did not forget their mother tongue, thaglaage they all had used to voice their first ditgr
experiments. And although they knew, and drew an Rhench literary canon, they still harked backhe
Romanian tradition of the supernatural, of satined nonsense. All in all, Romanian writers livimgFRrance
between the wars represent an unusual exampldtofathybridity and cross-fertilization.

Keywords: Cultural identity, displacement, hybridity, Dad&uropean modernism, artistic subversion,
surrealism, primitivism, the fantastic, folklore.

Ana-Blanca Ciocoi-Pop -The Metropolis as a Source of Insanity and Revetatin J.M.G. Le Clezio’d~ever

A writer of avant-garde, cross-cultural, plotlegsficult to pin down novels, Le Clezio is commoribbeled a
creator of exile literature. This restrictive caiggation is not primarily related to Le Clezio'sulti-cultural
background, but rather to a certain impossibilityommunication and understanding of othernessemedh of
the self prevalent in his novels. In the style ofdter or Melville, with Le Clezio genuine underglang (which

is always of the epiphany/revelation type) can oodyne about under extreme circumstances, like war o
insanity. Destruction and annihilation are the oghtes open towards self-knowledge. Usually theltieg
“revelation” is so powerful that it does not allder a continuation of life as it was before the phainic
moment. Genuine understanding can only accompaashdas truth is irreconcilable with the trivialitf
everyday life. Just as ie proces-verbal confinement is paradoxically the only possibitifyfreedom, inFever
insanity is the only possibility of revelation. dnder to illustrate this, we have chosen thrednefrtine stories in
Fever for discussion and analysis: “Fever”, “The DayttB@&aumont Became Acquainted with his Pain” and
“Martin”.

Keywords: Le Clezio,Fever, metropolis, insanity, revelation, death, epipha®gf, otherness

Diana Elena Banu -The Construction of Otherness in Nadine GordimeFsction
The beginning of postcolonialism in literature vedsarly marked by the conclusion that critics (€:gnon and

Spivak) reached in the 80’s, i.e. empires colonizggination. This discovery turned the intereslitefary and
cultural critics towards literary works, towardstfon, these being considered without any resteaiourate
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testimonies of lives and historical facts. Raredjdne had fiction been given such credit, this geine of the
most significant contributions of postcolonialis&nother one would be its scrutiny into othernessjdurney
into making one aware of different realities, wesrldepresentations, perceptions. The questionscaneot
escape when coming to the purpose of any postedlanalysis would be whether postcolonialism presére
colonizer's or the colonized’s perspective? Whathis purpose of this perspective, to reduce otlssrite
sameness, or to acknowledge otherness in its caitypknd importance? The purpose of this paperoisto
provide an answer to this second question. Actually enterprise is meant to identify the strategi@sugh
which otherness is constructed and revealed toatldience in Nadine Gordimer’s fiction. After a shor
introduction focusing on Gordimer, | will conceriean the method and terminology used, trying &dssome
light on the intriguing concepts of the other, ottess, alterity, identity. The most significant tpai the paper
will dwell upon what | call the rhetoric of othes®(i.e. the strategies of (re)presenting othejnéstowed by
conclusions and implications.

Keywords: postcolonialism, otherness, (radical) alteritjbévalence, ambiguity, memory, language, the urban,
public, private

3. The Theoretical Turn in Translation
Chair: Virgil Stanciu
Eugen Gergely -Theory and/or Translation

The mystery of language; bilingualism as a posdibiége; theories of translation in the™€entury; words as
ice cubes, or how to turn a square ice cube irdiffarent shape ice cube; traduttore-traditoree tou false; St.
Jerome or Commander Data: are these our options?

Keywords: Translation theory and practice, bilingualism,J&rome

Teodora Creanga - Transformation and Malformation in the TranslationProcess: A Conceptual
Framework

The paper presents the issue of meaning transfiormatcurring during the translation process whish
perceived as an act of communication. The certald is on the terminological inconsistence mateétés the
literature for the past several decades and onirttreduction of the concepts of ‘transformation’dan
‘malformation’ as different manifestations of meapiloss and gain in the translation process. Theempa
proposes a norm-based approach to the conceptaofsformation’, a perspective inspired by the aeku
oriented theories in translation studies.

Keywords: transformation, malformation, meaning transfeeaming change, shift of meaning, meaning loss,
meaning gain, translation error.

Melinda Erzse —Translation and (Re-)Creation: Linking Nations

The paper presents the way in which literary ti@timhs were viewed in the 1&entury Western Europe in
terms of authorial judgment and critical recepti®he incomprehensibility of the Craft and Art odrslation
gave birth to numerous attempts to set rules footgtranslations”, various observations regarditfigregnces
between languages, nations and cultures. Regarafi¢se quality of the translations as literary igelements —
considered masterpieces or failures today — liyetr@nslations are all valuable from the point @w of what
they stand for: a link between nations and cultures

Keywords: translation, adaptation, enlightenment, natimk, Iculture

4. Cultures of Communication

Chair: Eric Gilder



Gao Mingle —Individuality vs. Universality of Cultures in Commmication

With the advance of globalization, cultures of elifint nations tend to assimilate into a commonlyead
convention which enables people from different ¢oas to better communicate with each other. Howethe
“cultural sediment” formed through long-range acalation is not to be easily removed, and the caltur
tradition handed down from generation to generasibows great consistency and continuity. The cedtwof
different regions and nations still have their adigtinctive peculiarities, and therefore significarstill needs to
be attached to the study of the individualitiedifferent cultures against the background of thuiiversality.
Languages are culture-loaded and their speakersoabe confined by their cultures. The particulesitof
different cultures may pose an obstacle to a smanderstanding in cross-culture communicatiors tibserved
in the paper how the individualities of Chinese d&blish cultures contribute to the difference énnts of
language proper, world view and social value, spe@et and idioms and proverbs.

Keywords: culture; communication; individuality; globalizan; universality.

Sorin Ungureanu —Language and Identity in the Global Village

This paper attempts to investigate certain aspedte evolution of English over the last centusmhich created
the status of “first international language”). Tihteraction of English and Romanian will provideedevel of
relevance in this respect, particularly over thertty years post-1989 — a time of profound changélsd social
life of Romania. Focus is intended on the natur¢hef developments and the general trend of adaptafi
English as an international language used bothaimstcultural exchanges and in local contexts. Asmsvare
sought to questions such as, “What is the sour@wdnat are the mechanisms of named prevalenc@éftigte
are the limits of international use of English te found?”; or “How, and why, should we undertakehsu
analysis as the assessment of the global statusnglish?”. The ultimate, more general and long-term
importance of this endeavor is to try to deterntireefuture of both English and Romanian.

Keywords: globalization, prestige code, Englishes, alternggpelling/ pronunciation, pragmatics, semantics,
register, representation, semiosis

Denisa Dragusin —Politeness: Universal vs. Culture Specific

Politeness is an area of interactional pragmaticilwhas experienced an explosion of interest tverpast
quarter of a century and in which empirical studies/e proliferated, examining, individually and sseo
culturally languages and language varieties frooumd the world. The present paper aims at lookinthe
means which different individuals within differesbcieties use to project their identity and achiéwer
interactional goal. Issues such as the degree tohwdn given society favours positive or negativéditpoess,
tolerates “small-talk” and phatic exchange, requireutinished formulas, conventional usage of forarad
informal pronouns of address, honorifics and peskoeference in general are amongst the thingdaddk this
paper.

Keywords: politeness, interactional pragmatics, positiveefanegative face, honorifics, conventional usdge o
pronouns

5. Behind the Scenes

Chair: Madeleine Kinsella

Madeleine Kinsella —Borderlands and Borderlines: Modern Irish Theatrend the Classics, Brian Friel —
Seamus Heaney — Frank McGuinness

From the sixteenth until the early twentieth ceptuhe reception of the classics profoundly infloed
reciprocal perceptions of identity and culture amtme peoples contesting the island of Ireland lofBritain
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and in Ireland. Just as Greek literature had besimélated and appropriated by the Romans, theickand
their use in culture wars between English and Mskers became contested territory.

The popularity of classical texts as the subjedtish drama has recently been the topic of seumraks
and articles. This efflorescence of interest in ¢tassics as a medium of commentary on both cortgsmp
Ireland and wider, global concerns is discussegtliamtion to Brian Friel'sTrandations, Seamus HeaneyBhe
Cure at Troy andThe Burial at Thebes and Frank McGuinnessiutabilitie.

Keywords: Modern Irish Theatre; the Classics; Modern Irisfaatists; Brian Friel; Seamus Heaney; Frank
McGuinness

Corina Lungu — Metamorphoses and Metatheatre in Timberlake Wertakér's The Love of the Nightingale

The paper focuses on Timberlake Wertenbaker'seginttation of the myth of Philomela, Procne anceiis,
and more specifically on the changes brought abguhis contemporary revisiting of an ancient hygxt In
addition to the metamorphoses undergone by thegwoatsts of the play, Wertenbaker confronts heiemog
with a metamorphosis of the text itself, playinghMraditional elements of tragedy, such as theiCtiothe
Aristotelian concept oftatharsis, and including various instances of metatheaiticalhus, the dramatist
provides new meanings for a traditional Westernhmgdising pertinent questions not only about conterary
social issues, but also about the significancevaihae of the concept of the mypler se.

Keywords: drama; metatheatre; metamorphosis; intertexgyatiyth; the carnivalesque; artificiality

lulia Luca — Samuel Beckett and the Writing Genius

Samuel Beckett wrote enduring works of art the ingbability of which is proven by the widely readdy of
original material and by the reviews and criticapeaches to his work. Thus, a unique dimensioni©entire
creative life remains impressive even today, tweeigrs after his death. But what is it that makésduthor so
controversial and widely debated at conferencescandresses? Is it the mysterious air of his wonkather the
windings and the ups and downs that transform eading into a potent experience that enables tdere'to
come alive in his mind,” to quote from Molloy? Whagmains in the end is the intellectual and emation
exaltation elicited by his novels and short storidis works are accounts of memorable events ie timd space
that captivate the reader with their comical imglien and inquisitive problematic tone. These ameetisions of
our reading that elicit an emotional response goited to resist. However, are these features numeaad
relevant enough to account for his success? Are #reough translations for the Romanian readettamea fair
perspective on Beckett's creative genius? Thess@ane of the main questions that | raise in myeprdion.
Keywords: Beckett, controversy, creative genius, Romaniaspasse, translation, re-evaluation, universal,
perishable

6. Vision and Voyeurism
Chair: Fabio Durao
Claudia Doroholschi —Masculinity and Sexuality in Stanley Kubrick’'s Wdfilms

Stanley Kubrick's war filmsKear and Desire, 1953; Soartacus, 1960;Dr Srangelove, 1964; andrull Metal
Jacket, 1987) span his whole career as a director andeaddromplex problems related to the nature of war,
propaganda, and responsibility. Models of masdyliaie questioned, challenged or critiqued in tfeeg@ss, and
sexuality becomes one of the most important vesitieough which this critique materializes on sordmth as

a fundamental component of human behaviour andiaslvmetaphor. In the same time, while there are
traceably similar concerns in most of Kubrick'srfd, they also typically respond to the immediastdnical and
cultural context in which they were made and ofieldress issues which featured prominently in thiml
debates of the moment (e.g. the Cold War, the WBINement in Vietnam). The present paper will Idoto
how motifs and metaphors related to sexuality Kalprick shape his critique of masculinity, and, meridely,

of war, and will examine the evolution of the thefr@m his early to his late war films.
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Keywords: Stanley Kubrick; war films; Dr. Strangelove; Sgaus; Fear and Desire; Full Metal Jacket;
masculinity; sexuality

Adelina Vartolomei — Visual Representations of Lolita in Audrey Kawasalgd Amy Sol

This paper will focus on the impact that Vladimialddkov's novelLolita, has had on visual arts. The young
Dolores Haze has become a model for contemporésgsaisuch as Audrey Kawasaki, who places emplaasis
Lolita’s eroticism and her control of the art oflgetion, and Amy Sol, who is guided more by hertence
and childlike appearance in her paintings. Noneglboth Audrey Kawasaki and Amy Sol have addaidifes
belonging to their own specific cultures and pesadities. Therefore, one will not see a typical Gaian Lolita
but one that reminds of manga comics and she wilemen be a straight one as her sexual inclinatéoa made
obvious especially in Kawasaki’'s work.

Keywords: Nymphet Manga Art nouveaty Eroticism InnocenceLowbrow Art, Maidens

Anemona Alb —Stereotypical Images of Femininity in ‘Chick Lit’

This paper looks at the paradigmatic ways wherébydld, incremental stereotypes about femininiy row
revisited and reconfigured in ‘chick lit'. Samples text extracted from novels by Candace Bushr&sphie
Kinsella and Lauren Weisberger will be analysedimniframeworks proposed by Fraser (1994) and M@96).
Keywords: femininity; stereotypes; ageism; time and durgti@presentation; chick lit.

7. Spaces of Literacy
Chair: Carrie Jo Coaplen-Anderson
Carrie Jo Coaplen-Anderson —Placed Writing: Displacement, Home, and Digital keitacy Communities

Displacement around the world results from tradychumatic situations such as war, genocideptstr acts,
political violence, natural disasters, and econohacdship. Displaced groups and individuals sungvsuch
circumstances, locally and globally, have begumititize online communities and resources to reconaad
express experiences of lost homes and places.¥aonpde, in the case of Hurricane Katrina surviviorshe
United States, individuals shared and continuehtres their written memories, including conceptshofne,
online via the Hurricane Digital Memory Bank (HDMB)

My presentation will share writing by Katrina swefts, specifically writing on the HDMB, about home
and displacement. Further, | will explore how ooeal community’s digital concepts of home can infaglobal
understandings of home for survivors of displaceimaa well as possible venues for displaced graums
individuals to reconnect and heal from the traurhdisplacement. Further, | argue that digital comities
provide distinctly profound opportunities, includinprolific writing and subsequent healing, as wa#
connection with global communities participatingsimilar expressions and recovery related to thaigue
displacements and experiences.

Keywords: Literacy, place, home, displacement, digital camity, writing

Anca lancu — CrossingCultural and Ethnic Bridges: Literacy Practices anécculturation of Norwegian-
American Immigrant Women in the Nineteenth Century

This paper discusses the impact of first-generdtlorwegian-American immigrant women'’s literacy piees
on their acculturation processes in America in sheond half of the nineteenth century. The papeksiat
writings by Gro Svendsen, Caja Munch, Sigrid Gjk&ddlillehaugen, and Elisabeth Koren, who livedhatheir
families in the rural areas of lowa, Wisconsin, &akota. In exploring the women'’s literacy pracsiée their
first languages and in English, the paper examhms individual uses of literacy (particularly readgiand
writing practices) have promoted or inhibited sssfel acculturation.

Keywords: literacy practices, acculturation, Norwegian-Aiman ethnicity, immigrant women, rural areas,



cultural and linguistic adaptation
Hai Cong —Developing Electronic Literacy in an EFL Context

This paper aims to discuss the integration of hgxéresources in literacy education in an EFL egntin
Section | a brief introduction about my teachingitext will be presented, with a focus on the netesd
developing my students’ electronic literacy in teehnological era. In Section Il some of the prasiavorks on
hypertext, electronic literacy will be reviewed)lfoved by Section Ill, which demonstrates my imption of
electronic literacy in my teaching context. | card# that it is necessary and viable to train myestts in an
EFL context to be competent in electronic literacy.

Keywords: hypertext, electronic literacy, critical thinkingnglish as a foreign language, Chinese EFL learne

8. Interdisciplinary Encounters
Chair: Eugen Gergely
Andreea Teodorescu -Approaches to Lexical Ambiguity in the Process afafislation

The paper aims to discuss the choices translatergrasented with when confronted with lexical ggnliies in
the SL text. The analysis will start from a destioip of the nature of lexical ambiguity, followeg b survey of
available technigues of disambiguation that wilby@ useful in tackling various types of non-litgrdexts.
Another topic of discussion will be the comparidmetween intentional and unintentional ambiguitygl &ne
way either of them is rendered in the process afidiation. All these theoretical points will beugtrated
practically in the last section, where pieces aif-titerary discourse and relevant fragments of lse@arroll's
Through the Looking Glass containing instances of lexical ambiguity, will bealysed comparatively against
their translation into Romanian.

Keywords: lexical ambiguity, polysemy, homonymy, disambigomt collocation, intentional ambiguity,
unintentional ambiguity.

Liliana Moga — Doctor—Patient Communication: from Theory to Applton in Daily Medical Practice

The communication between doctors and patientsctwig mainly achieved in the medical interview, has
received considerably more attention from the lisguand doctors lately.

Having in view Geisler's theory we have considegedet of questions for both doctors and patients
based on the nine steps suggested for successfidrgmtient communications. The aim of the questire
designed for doctors was to identify and assessc#spn their language and behavior that can mékbeo
communication with patients a success or on thdragn a failure. The selection of doctors in thady
includes specialistcérdiologists, internists, psychiatrists, oncologists, neurologists and general practitioners)
working in the District Hospital of Sibiu and iniyaite practices. The aim of distributing a questare to both
doctors and patients was to find out what is theespondence between the opinion of both partsheir t
communication in hospital, outpatient departmentgrivate practices. The selection of patientshim study has
been made in accordance with the specialties ofdietors requested to answer the questionnaires and
hospitalized in their departments of the Districtsigital of Sibiu or treated in private practices.

The findings of the survey carried out in the BistHospital, Outpatient Department and some peiva
practices of Sibiu have shown that, on the one hiaoith doctors and patients are still suspiciouaraf reticent
to such practices and, on the other hand, they hadieectly demonstrated the necessity of manifgstnore
interest in communications with a view to efficiglttctor-patient relationship.

Keywords: doctor-patient communication, theory, practidficiency, scheme, questionnaires, medical school
students, results

Olga Stroia —An Approach to the Fifth Skill in Teaching ESP
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Translation is sometimes referred to as the fitthguage skill alongside with the other four badiilss
(listening, speaking, reading, writing). Recentlgre has been a revival of interest in translatioa to the shift
of its emphasis to using the mother tongue asaures for the promotion of language learning. Tineseof this
paper are, firstly, the investigation of studemtitsitudes towards the use of mother tongue in tBe Elassroom,
and secondly, to overview a number of possibleiegtibns of the mother tongue in teaching ESP.
Keywords: fifth skill, students’ attitude, language transfaterference, applications of L1 in ESP

9. Persuasive Delusions
Chair: Eva-Nicoleta Burdusel
Eva-Nicoleta Burdusel -Metaphors of Vision: Aldous Huxley

Any approach to Aldous Huxley should necessarikegtmto account one of the three major eventsghaped
him throughout his lifetime, i.e. his defective sigit. This paper aims to look at the metaphorigiitlin a
wider context: the search from physical blindnessgiritual light; to discuss such notions as sighion; and
the, walk through “the doors of perception” intovigionary world and, further, a mystical one. Tliere,
physical blindness and intellectual openness magxést in a paradoxical but not contradictory rielat when
referring to Aldous Huxley. Huxley's eyes may haween almost blind, but his mind was always open and
abreast of the most recent and unusual phenomeich wters would dismiss out of hand or mock.

Keywords: Huxley, metaphor, vision, light, sight, perceptionystical, visionary

Sorin Stefanescu +tayers of lllusion in Huxley’s “The Bookshop”

The paper revisits the rift between the progreshefindustrialised society in the early decadetheftwentieth
century and the more classical appreciation of ddvaetered on culture, engendering what Huxleyseifncalls
in his story a “deteriorationist” mindset. In orderidentify the strategies by which the text rdggaadually the
hero’s transition from illusion to reality, a nunmbef narrative frames (or layers) are establislieduding the
fictional world, the ideal world, and the inner WbrThe paper detects a tidal oscillation in therysbetween
these frames and organises the narrative substanogleven fictional sequences.

Keywords: industrialised society, culture, deteriorationigmrrative frame, fictional world, ideal world, ien
world, fictional sequence

Ana-Karina Schneider —How to Read Kazuo Ishiguro’$he Unconsoled

How to read Kazuo Ishiguro’She Unconsoled? In a nightcap and with compasses, of course.etiads
Ishiguro’s best by some, the novel has unsurprigiatpo raised objections, for there is a cruoggision at its
heart: special reading strategies are needed taveinrthis quintessentially postmodern novel, while
postmodernism prides itself on having put the pkotk in the novel and having restored the genits tgeneral
readership. Folthe Unconsoled, the reading strategies must include mapping leaifplot surface of the novel,
both temporally and spatially, in such a way adnwestigate the dislocations and delays operatedhby
confused, sleep-walking protagonist's mind. Psyolabsis and narratology will serve conjointly to
circumscribe the protagonist’s journey — a peregiim that encompasses all the nostalgia and &ilienaf the
commodified, objectified, globalised postmodern mwéthout circumnavigating any of the timeless huisain
values. The fluidity of the time-space continuurattirames the plot evokes a surreal contemporartegbthat
follows a logic of globalisation as deterritoriaion rather than the dissolution of borders.

Keywords: Kazuo Ishiguro, The Unconsoled, psychoanalysis, Sigmund Freud, narratology, repdi
deterritorialisation

Monica Cojocaru —Evoking the Ruins: Representations of Berlin in ladcEwan’s The Innocent
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The paper is a close reading of the spatial angdesth representations of Berlin in lan McEwafhtse Innocent,
which portrays the city as a significant changimgnp of convergence in history. Set against thekeap of
Cold War Berlin, the novel interrogates the relasioip between present and traumatic past, between
remembering and forgetting. The palimpsestic, histaden Berlin it depicts serves as a symbolic mgainst
which to read and interpret history, the authoiting his readers to re-examine the importanceaségnal and
collective memory and re-evaluate the past in thbt lof the present through the imaginative rewgtiof
history.

Keywords: lan McEwan, The Innocent, Berlin, the city, maps, violence, dismembermaetmembrance,
reconciliation

10. Selving
Chair: Sorin Stefanescu
Gabriela Domuta —Individual vs. Saociety in Wharton’3he Age of Innocence

“Doing one’s own thing” suggests the idea of fremdahe freedom of the individual to be differentrfr the
society he/she belongs to. What happens, howevtite idesire for freedom brings the individual imtonflict
with the group/society? The novel chosen for disirs and analysis provides a tentative answer i® th
question, trying to determine in how far we areredpct of our upbringing. Can we change how we Hasen
raised and all we thought we believed in? The mharacters of the novel, Newland Archer and May|&iel,
are products of their families and society. Anotingoortant character, countess Ellen Olenska, hekeln away
from New York, so she sees life differently. Altlgbuthis is the story of a love triangle, it is mathhe story of
the influence of families and of people within naiegocieties. The romantic triangle — a time honatedy line,
still proves effective, whether the story is writi@ the time of the ancient Greekhg lliad), in 2009 or in 1920.
The difference resides in how a particular groupebple handles its personal dilemmas. Whartonersnd
touching and distressing picture of how a persaptedto his or her society. This novel endures elsssic —
and the present paper’s self-declared aim is teigeaextual and critical evidence for this stataime

Keywords: moral values, social behavior, social class, lmangle, Wharton, freedom, determinism, individua

Clementina Mihailescu —Self-Retrieving in Theodore Roethke’s Poetry

This paper is based on the assumption that thexcteaistic feature of Theodore Roethke's poethigsoncern
with discovering and retrieving his self by leaigito see the outer and inner worlds in depth. kothér
revealing the process of Roethke’s surfacing hik daer drives so that he could control and untdeic them,
Plato's Idea of the third man, Bachelard's poetfoaslements and Jung's archetypal patterns withtensively
employed.

Keywords: Theodore Rothke, poetry, selfhood, Plato, inmared, Bachelard, Jung, archetypes

Aurelia Stan — Patterns of Violence inThe Old Man and The Sea The Short Happy Life of Francis
Macomber and A Farewell to Arms

Hemingway's use of violence served him as a preantblconceiving both his personal drama and that of
humanity — both of these expressed through hisactens, embarked upon a psycho-physical struggle of
redefining themselves in relation to inner valued & the hostile universe. The author’s directegigmce of the
war, which occasioned his encounter with violenod death on the front, laid the groundwork for petyof
literature which praised virtues like manlinessvary, and dignity. By portraying typical individadn typical
circumstances, Hemingway re-constructed a cordlictinated world by displaying different patterns of
violence: man versus man (kFarewell to Arms), or man versus animal (ifhe Old Man and the Sea, The
Short Happy Life of Francis Macomber). The present paper dwells upon three forms dewme identifiable in
Hemingway's works: transitivity, passivity, andlesdivity.

Keywords: violence, transitivity, reflexivity, passivity sgcho-physical war, trauma, virtues, death



